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On Top of
the World
Winona players and
Warrior fans celebrate
basketball national title
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D

During the last couple of minutes of the

It took the same thing to get to

NCAA Division II basketball

Springfield in the first place. In the

championship game, big smiles, raised

North Central Region tournament,

arms and a few hugs crept across the

played in McCown Gymnasium, the

Winona State bench. The players on the

Warriors had to rally from way back to

floor contained themselves, but just

knock off South Dakota and Northern

barely. With a double-digit lead, they

State. But the most impressive

knew their goal of a national title was in

comeback was against archrival MSU-

the bag, but wanted to be assured by

Mankato. Behind 64-48 with about

the sound of the final buzzer.

eight minutes to go, the Warriors, led by

Up in the stands, purple-clad

David Zellmannn's 26 points, outscored

students, parents and WSU faculty and

the Mavericks 25-7 down the stretch for

staff who had made the trip out to

a 74-71 win. The pattern for the

Springfield, Massachusetts, weren't

championship run was set.

waiting for the horn. They were

When national television probably

rocking, exchanging high fives and

would have preferred a close game,

chanting “We're number one” to the

WSU eliminated all the suspense by

rest of the Mass Mutual Center crowd.

jumping on Virginia Union from the

And back in Winona, you could hear

opening tip. David Zellmannn stroked a

triumphant yells as the clock ticked

3-pointer in the first minute, and the

down (or at least I could in my

Warriors never looked back after

neighborhood), thanks to national

building an 18-point first half lead.

coverage on CBS television. And if you

Maybe the Warriors figured their fans

live anywhere near a WSU alum, you

had witnessed enough near misses for

might have heard “Go Warriors” a few

one season.

times as head coach Mike Leaf's team

It's always fun to back a winner, but

closed out Virginia Union 73-61 for

the Warriors completed a season to

Winona State's first NCAA Division II

remember in the most memorable way

national title.

possible. They went 32-4 overall, and

Perhaps all the celebrating was out

wrapped up the year with 22 straight

of shear relief. The win over the

wins. Zellmannn became the Winona

Panthers was relatively easy, but the

State's all-time leading scorer, John

road to the championship was filled

Smith proved himself one of the best

with cardiac moments. In the Elite 8 the

big men in the country and Jonte

Warriors had to come back twice from

Flowers was every opponent's least

big deficits in quarterfinal and

favorite defender. Along the way, the

semifinal wins over Barton and

Warriors produced enough stories for a

Stonehill. In the opener against Barton,

month of programming on ESPN

center John Smith's layup rolled in and

Classic, brought the WSU community

out to send the game to overtime,

together and put Winona on the map.

where the Warriors dominated for an

Just look at the number of fans who

86-76 win. Against Stonehill, WSU put a

made the 20-hour bus trip out to

big second half together after trailing by

Springfield, watched the game, and

as many as 15 in the first.

then re-boarded for another 20 hours
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home. CBS announcers commented

emotional lift, and helped WSU to its

Commons during the semifinal game

over and over on the large Winona

fourth win of the season over the

against Stonehill, observed, “I don't

contingent at the game, as the cameras

Wolves and put them into the Elite 8

think there was a lot of studying going

focused on purple-painted, wig-

for the first time.

on that night.” Those who weren't at

wearing Warrior fanatics in the stands.

If you were on campus during Elite

Kryzsko were enjoying the game at the

The two day odyssey was exhausting

8 week, you could feel the buzz.

Riverport and other downtown Winona

and exhilarating, and produced an

Everyone, from students to staff to

bars.

experience that will never be forgotten.

faculty, talked about the Warriors

Think back on Zach Malvik. Almost

Or consider the impact of the

chances, the players they knew or had

national championship on the

everyone knows the story of the

in class, or where they planned to

University. It will certainly help

Warriors' junior point guard, who

watch the next game. The Riverport Inn

recruiting for head coach Mike Leaf.

broke his leg the day in practice right

had big crowds for the games first two

But momentum should spread to

before the North Central Region

games, which were not shown on

WSU's other sports, too. Although the

tournament opened up. Thought to be

network television. There was a

Warriors already have one of the best

out for the rest of the year, he found a

noticeable outbreak of “Purple Friday”

overall athletic programs in Division II,

way to get back on the court for six

T-shirts, jackets and caps almost every

other teams on campus will want to

minutes of the regional title game

day of the week.

duplicate the basketball team's

against Northern State. It was a huge

At least 200 fans watched the

ZELLMANN

semifinal game on Thursday night in

It will also influence recruiting for

Kryzsko Commons. Steve Fix ('74),

the men's and women's programs.

who was on duty in Kryzsko

“The exposure was unbelievable. This

Adds Scoring Record
to List of Honors

All-NSIC, All-North Central
Region, All-Elite 8 Tournament
Team, All-American … and now
all-time leading scorer at Winona
State. David Zellmann, a leader on
perhaps the greatest team in WSU
basketball history, will also go in the
record books as the Warriors’ top
scorer. The senior finished his
career with 2,059 points, surpassing
Gus Johnson's ('76) 1,698 points.
While Zellmann is pleased to be
the Warriors' all-time leading
scorer, he's proud it led to a national title. “I'm a scorer, but I focus more on
the things it takes to win games. Our goal all year was to make the Elite 8 and
get a shot at a championship, so it feels good.”
“I'm happy for him,” said Johnson when he learned that Zellmann had
broken his scoring record. “I never thought it would last for 31 years, but, hey,
they say records are made to be broken.”
Johnson ranks as one of the best to ever wear a WSU uniform. Now an
investigator for the Chicago Police Department, he was a dominating inside
presence. In addition to his 1,698 points, Johnson pulled down 1,603
rebounds and blocked 606 shots in his four year career. The center never
missed a game for the Warriors, and he once grabbed an incredible 32
rebounds in a single game.
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success.

Spending more than 20 hours on a bus
from Winona to Springfield to watch a 2hour game takes dedication. Knowing
that you've got to get right back on the
bus afterwards for another 20 hours back
takes something beyond dedication.
At least the reward was a Warriors
championship. About 40 students, plus a
couple of WSU staff members made the
2-day journey out to Springfield. The plan
hatched late after Winona State's

20 HOURS

to a National Title

semifinal win over Stonehill. Michael
Majerowicz, a sophomore on the football
team, started calling friends on his
mobile phone. His sister, Jamie
Majerowicz, who is a forward on the
women's basketball team, decided to join
him.
“We went and talked to Larry Holstad
(WSU's Director of Athletics), and he said
if we could get 40 people, he would find a
way to get the bus,” said Jamie.
The Majerowicz family got their 40
people, and Jani Baures, Facilities
Coordinator in the athletics department,

shows that we're a quality institution

and USA Today sports sections. During

players reflected the season. It was a

with quality athletic programs,” said

the CBS broadcast you could hear

fitting salute to the Warriors, but

Larry Holstad, Winona State Director of

announcers Craig Bolerjack and Dan

probably not the end to the joy and

Athletics. And Director of Athletic

Bonner hesitating for a split second to

pride felt by the Winona State

Development Dan Schumacher has

pronounce it “WE-no-nah,” and not

community about this barely

already seen a rise in the number of

“WY-no-nah.”

believable season.

alumni inquiries and donations to the

The run to the national title

The Warriors are sitting on top of

Warrior Club, which supports student-

captured the campus and the entire

the world, and we can all sit there with

athlete scholarships.

Winona State community. The

them for a little while.

Winona enjoyed its day in the

outpouring of pride was in evidence

spotlight, too. The Winona Daily News

even a couple of weeks after the win

covered the game extensively,

over Virginia Union. Fans and well-

culminating with a 12-page special

wishers lined the streets around

section on the Friday following the

campus for a parade on a perfect early

Warriors' win. The word “Winona”

spring Saturday morning, and then

caught your eye in the New York Times

packed McCown Gym for a recognition
celebration. For almost two hours,
music blared, video highlights rolled,
fans lined up to purchase
commemorative T-shirts, dignitaries
gave speeches, and coaches and

PLAYERS RETURN
WITH HARDWARE

organized the bus. Merchants Bank
subsidized part of the costs of the trip.
Mark Zellmannn, David's older brother,
decided to make the trip at the last
minute, as did Debbie Sing, Records
Manager in University Advancement. She
heard there was a seat at 11.30 a.m.,
made the round trip to her Fountain City
home to pack, then returned to board at
noon.
“We traveled with the men's team to
games all season,” said Jamie Majerowicz.
“They're a great group of guys and we
had lots of fun on our trips. This was the
least we could do.”

The Winona State fans made an
impression in Springfield, but the guys
on the court achieved some notice,
too.
At 6-8, John Smith (Johnsburg, Ill.)
is big, and he had a big impact on the
Warriors' run to the title. The center
scored 55 points, had 41 rebounds and
blocked 16 shots in his three Elite 8
games. Smith was named the most
valuable player of the Elite 8 tournament.
“There's no doubt the kid can flat
out play,” said Dave Robbins, whose
Virginia Union team faced Smith in
the national championship game.
David Zellmann (Lewiston, Minn.)
also made the Elite 8 all-tournament
team. WSU's all-time leading scorer
had an outstanding season, averaging
19.3 points a game and winning AllAmerican mention from the Division II
Bulletin, Daktronics and Basketball
Times.
For anybody who watched the
game, they noticed Jonte Flowers

(Cottage Grove, Wis.) all over the court,
both offensively and defensively. The
sophomore guard was named the CBS
Player of the Game for his 15-point,
five assists, three steals and one
blocked shot performance.
The Warriors should turn heads
again next year. Zellmann is the only
senior listed on the roster, and Smith
and Flowers return with first team AllNSIC guard Zach Malvik (Holmen,
Wis.) and conference Newcomer of the
Year Quincy Henderson (Madison,
Wis.). And the coach ought to be pretty
good, too. Mike Leaf won the Molten /
Division II Coach of the Year, as well as
NABC North Central Regional and
NSIC Coach of the Year honors.
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A MODEL

OF

Healthcare Education
Many of us have experienced it. Get

There's no quick and easy solution,

workers enter health professions.

sick, suffer for a few days and finally

but Winona State University and a

Nursing is one of the most critical

decide to make an appointment at the

group of partners will tackle the

areas, but other health science

clinic. Then when you least feel like it,

workforce and education side of the

professions such as radiation and

you wait and wait to see a doctor or

issue through the newly established

respiratory therapists, sonographers,

nurse, who is swamped with patients

Center for Integrated Health Science

clinical lab scientists and health

and has little time for you. Perhaps a

Education and Practice. WSU will lead

educators are also in demand.

family member has a minor accident

an effort among healthcare providers,

and you spend the entire day at an

other higher education institutions and

Forum on Healthcare Reform, a

overwhelmed emergency room. Or it

community organizations to make

member of the Minnesota Nursing

could be the worry of finding adequate,

Minnesota a leader in healthcare

Association said, “Failure to address

affordable care for an aging parent.

education, practice and innovation.

the nursing shortage will threaten the

Delays in receiving care can be a

Approved by the state legislature and

In testimony before the Citizen's

quality and availability of healthcare

minor annoyance, while long-term

Minnesota State Colleges and

care might be a bigger concern. But

Universities in October, 2005, the

waits for services, or even availability

Center for Integrated Health Science

the situation is urgent. “There is a

of competent care, could grow into a

Education and Practice (CIHSEP) will

chronic shortage of skilled

full-blown crisis. America's baby boom

receive $3.3 million for the first two

professional, and the educators to

generation is getting older, bringing

years. The expectation is that the

teach them. Not just here in

many more age-related health

Center will enhance its funding

Minnesota, but in the states around us

problems and an increasing demand

through matching funds and

and all over the country,” explained Dr.

for services. This will put a tremendous

institutional allocations.

Timothy Gaspar, Dean of the College of

burden on an already stressed
healthcare system.
By 2015, over 46 million Americans,

Joining WSU in the initiative are four
technical and community colleges,
Minnesota State College-Southeast

for years to come.”
According to healthcare educators,

Nursing and Health Science at Winona
State.
“Hospitals and clinics have long-

or 15 percent of the population, will be

Technical, Rochester Community and

term openings for nurses and clinical

over 65. The timing of that

Technical College, Pine Technical

lab scientists that they can't fill. We

demographic change couldn't be

College and Ridgewater College.

have to look for innovative solutions.

worse. An acute shortage of healthcare

Partners from the healthcare industry

More of the same is not going to work,”

workers has been building for years,

are Winona Health, Benedictine Health

said Gaspar.

coupled with advances in technology

System, Olmsted Medical Center and

CIHSEP will focus on several areas,

requiring increased levels of skills and

Olmsted Public Health Services. The

including developing an available and

training. That means there might be

Winona Area Public Schools and

diverse workforce; preparing skilled

nobody qualified to take care of

Rochester Public Schools are also part

professionals who can adapt to the

graying baby boomers. The federal

of the center.

demands and advances in healthcare;

government estimates that the

As on the national level, Minnesota's

and delivering health science

shortage of nurses alone in the U.S.

aging population is demanding

education that is closely aligned with

will be up to one million 15 years from

increased healthcare services. At the

the needs of the industry.

now. Other sources say the need could

same time, more and more caregivers

be as high as 1.75 million nurses.

are retiring while fewer qualified
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Partnerships are a key to the effort.
“For higher education, the main goal of

the Center will be delivery of health
sciences education and training that is

further develop this kind of learning.”
“The field is changing rapidly, and

shortage of nurse educators,” said
Gould.

closely aligned with the health care

we need to provide innovative

delivery system,” said Dr. Christine

pathways for providers to develop the

nurses, more lab scientists, we

Barajas, Associate Vice President for

workforce, plus use resources

couldn't,” said Gaspar. “We see it here

Academic Affairs at Winona State and

efficiently and

Director of CIHSEP.

wisely among
our higher

we are going to have to change the way

education

we deliver healthcare in our

partners,” said

communities,” said William Gould,

Barajas.

Chief People Resources Officer at

Gaspar notes

at WSU when

Our goal is to create a model for
we're recruiting
healthcare education, practice and
new faculty.
innovation, and, ultimately, provide
We've had
Minnesota's citizens with better access
success, but
to improved care. We all win.
others aren't.
– Christine Barajas
.

“

“

“There is no doubt in my mind that

“Even if we wanted to educate more

There are 98-plus

Winona Health, a member of the

that a major area of concern in solving

permanent nurse faculty openings

Center consortium.

the shortage of care providers is the

right now across the state, a three-fold

pool of potential workers, and the

increase of the previous norm of 30

a major component of the challenge

faculty to educate them. “If we hope to

vacancies,” continued Gaspar.

healthcare organizations face, but

expand the workforce, we need a larger

added, “The work of the healthcare

base of students. Right now, there are

solution to the problem starts with

professional is getting even more

many more leaving the workforce than

bringing a deeper, more diverse pool

complex with demographic changes,

entering.”

into the health professions and

Gould said the workforce shortage is

physiological changes, chronic disease

“And the entry of a more diverse

processes and the advances in

workforce into the healthcare

medicine and technology.”

professions is a major area of

“It is imperative that we build new

Gaspar and Gould both think that a

providing innovative educational
opportunities.
“It's not a one year shot, but none of

weakness,” continued Gaspar.

this is,” said Gaspar. “With CIHSEP,

models of developing our workforce. It

According to the 2000 U.S. Census, 95

we're laying the seeds to give more

must be fast, flexible and industry

percent of all registered nurses are

people access, and the opportunity to

focused to keep up with current and

white. The Minnesota Department of

move forward.”

emerging needs.”

Health reports that just over 92 percent

Gaspar agrees with Barajas and
Gould that the collaboration of

of RNs in the state are white.
The Winona and Rochester public

“Healthcare will not solve this on its
own, and higher education will not be
able to keep up with the pace of

industry, community and higher

schools, both partners in CIHSEP, will

developing a highly trained, work-

education partners is critical to solving

play a critical role in bringing more

ready workforce on its own. We have to

Minnesota's healthcare workforce

diversity into the region's healthcare

work together to create a new and

problems.

professions. “Students, and more

different model to meet the challenges

diverse students, need to see

ahead,” said Gould.

“The healthcare industry is on the
front lines. They can tell us where their

healthcare as a potential career. We

critical needs are, what works and what

need to reach them when they're

and funded, Center director Barajas

doesn't,” he explained.

young, so it's on their list of

realizes the challenges are complex.

possibilities,” said Gaspar.

“The environment is changing

“Our partner institutions of higher
education are experienced at

Gould, of Winona Health, and Gaspar

With CIHSEP only recently approved

quickly,” she said.

responsive workforce solutions and

see a related problem on the horizon:

innovative education. For example,

a shortage of qualified faculty to teach

healthcare education, practice and

Pine Technical is a leader in virtual

incoming students.

innovation, and, ultimately, provide

reality learning, which can be used to

“Qualified nursing students are being

provide fast and accessible clinical

turned away from entry level

experiences. CIHSEP is an avenue to

baccalaureate programs due to a

“Our goal is to create a model for

Minnesota's citizens with better access
to improved care. We all win.”
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Frozen River Film Festival Finds a Home - and an Audience - at WSU
When a friend told Maggy Jacqmin
and Will Kitchen about the
MountainFilm Festival held in
Telluride, Colorado, they thought it
would be a great idea to bring the
touring festival to Winona.
“MountainFilm features films
focused on the environment,
adventure sports and world culture,”
said Jacqmin, artistic director for the
Theatre du Mississippi, a Winona arts
organization.
“Our friend was so excited when he
described it, we felt like it was
something we wanted to do. We just
needed a place to hold it,” continued
Jacqmin.
Kitchen and Jacqmin had recently
walked through Winona State's new
Science Laboratory Building and
thought it might be the perfect
location to host a weekend's worth of
independent films, lectures and
discussion groups, musical
performances, exhibits and
demonstrations.
So the pair pitched the idea to Dr.
Judith Ramaley, who, according to
Jacqmin, “was in her first week on the
job. I don't think she hesitated and
said, 'Let's find a way to do this.'”
Held January 19-21 (when the
Mississippi River wasn't actually
frozen due to a warm spell), the
Frozen River Film Festival was a
collaborative presentation of Winona
State and the Theatre du Mississippi.
“Winona State's partnership with
the Shakespeare Festival nicely set up
the model for bringing the Frozen
River Film Festival to the community,”
said Sarah Aydlett, who helped
organize the event
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The opening film, “The Last River
Rat,” based on the life of Kenny
Salway, who lives on the Mississippi
near Alma, Wisconsin, was a sellout.
During the all-day Saturday session,
films ran concurrently in three
auditoriums while environmental,
agricultural, ecology and adventure
sports groups held exhibits and
demonstrations, creating a true
festival atmosphere around the event.
Arlene Burns, the founder of the
MountainFilm Festival in Telluride,
inaugurated the Winona event with
her keynote address.
“I think the range of films, speakers
and events appealed to a wide
audience,” said Aydlett.
“Some of the films on extreme
sports were visually amazing and
appealed to a younger audience. And
the films and displays on community
supported agriculture generated a lot
of discussion among farmers in the
area,” said Aydlett.
“The Real Dirt on Farmer John,” a
documentary about John Peterson, an
organic farmer in northern Illinois,
was one of those. “This story was
especially inspiring, not just for the
quality of the film, but for the
interaction that it created,” said
Jacqmin.
“People here in Winona are doing
the same kind of community
supported agriculture that John
Peterson is doing. A group stayed for a
long time after the film, discussing the
issues and their lives on the farm. It
was a connection not ordinarily made
at an event like this.”
Jim Armstrong, a Winona State
English professor, helped bring “The

End of Suburbia” to Frozen River. A
film about how development affects
the global demand for oil, “The End of
Suburbia has won awards at film
festivals around the world. Kurt Cobb,
an expert on peak oil, or when
extraction of oil reaches its highest
point and then begin to decline,
discussed a future world depleted of
its oil supplies.
“I had seen the film a few months
before and found it riveting. Kurt Cobb
is also an old friend of mine and I
knew he was passionately interested in
the subject of energy,” said Armstrong.
Armstrong continued, “It was a
tremendous shock, frightening, for
people to hear about peak oil and its
possible consequences. Kurt led a
discussion and some stayed for an
hour afterwards to talk. I keep running
into people who have seen the film
and still want to talk about it,
especially since energy issues have
become more mainstream lately.”
“The focus of the festival was
unique to issues in our region, such as
the influence of the river,
environmental issues and community
supported agriculture. Next year we
would like to broaden our perspective
and include K-12 participation and the
other colleges in the area,” said
Aydlett.
“Theatre du Mississippi and
Winona State worked closely together
to bring a range of events to the
community, to broaden the discussion
of issues challenging us. We were
overwhelmed by the response and the
support,” explained Jacqmin.
“We're already working on next
year's festival,” said Jacqmin.

WSU Students’ Community
Service Stretches from
Winona to New Orleans
From students to faculty, individuals to groups and athletes to nursing
students, Winona State University knows the importance of giving back to
the local community. Every year, community members organize hundreds of
service ventures and participate in countless charitable activities, from
Habitat for Humanity building projects, to Garvin Heights restoration, to
cooperative programs with the Winona Public Schools, to the work that
Rochester nursing students perform with immigrant healthcare.
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ut the reach of the WSU

For seven weeks prior to the trip, the

provide students with both a historical

community doesn't stop

students participated in a class entitled

overview of the city and a contemporary

at the Winona city or

“Insights and Implications: New Orleans

snapshot of life in New Orleans.

county border. It doesn't

in the Aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.”

stop at the Minnesota

The class was designed to help students

they've done, they understand New

state line either. When

attain a deeper understanding of the

Orleans at a deeper level than strict

Hurricane Katrina ravaged

complex ramifications of the disaster.

tourism or volunteering,” said

the Gulf Coast in late August 2005,

The students studied the city of New

“Through the reading and studying

Francioni.

forces mobilized. Delta Sigma Pi, a

Orleans, and discussed aspects of

professional business fraternity,

Hurricane Katrina: the national

and their professors embarked on a

collected more than $1,000 in

response, the media coverage and the

service learning trip to New Orleans.

donations. Students from Dr. Tammy

difficulties it created for New Orleans

Accompanied by carpenter Jay Kohner

Swenson Lepper's Persuasive

and its people.

and WSU professors Cindy Killion, Dan

Communication class held a fundraiser,
“Midwest Mardi Gras,” which raised

Dr. Joan Francioni, professor of
Computer Science at WSU and a New

During spring break 2006 students

Lintin and Emilie Falc, the students
traveled south to build on their

more than

newfound

$1,000 for

knowledge,

hurricane relief.

to serve the

Instead of

community

sending money,

and to

Richard

experience

Schneider,

firsthand the

professor of

sights,

accounting,

sounds,

sent himself. In

smells and

February 2006,

tastes of

Schneider

New

traveled to
Mississippi to
work at VITA

“You don't rebuild a city as a whole. You rebuild it neighborhood by
neighborhood, house by house, person by person.”
–Jill Wieme

Orleans.
WSU
junior Lisa

sites, explaining applicable tax

Orleans native; Dr. Tamara Berg,

Stuhr observed that New Orleans was

provisions and deductible expenses for

professor of the WSU Women's and

much worse than she expected it to be.

volunteers. Schneider also worked with

Gender Studies program; and Ann

“It's seven months later, and it looks like
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The students volunteered at three

Daunoy, whose son attends St.
Michael's School.
At St. Michael's School, which assists
developmentally disabled students, the

group focused on maintenance of the
grounds and building. While the school

intense, life-changing.”
Amanda Kaufman agreed. “A lot of

that hearing personal accounts of
Katrina's destruction put a face on the

retained minimal physical damage from

times, volunteer work affects only a
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Hurricane Katrina, they agreed that the
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it's hard to convey the experience, we

They salvaged everything they could,

Orleans and the stories they heard were

need to share what we know because

bleaching personal mementos and

what impacted them the most.

people don't know what's going on,”

repeatedly washing six boxes of
clothing.

Since returning from New Orleans,

“Watching people on the news is

said junior Nursing major Erika Staub.

detached. Actually talking to people
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time
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once

Van Tassell

significant and
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insignificant.

hard for
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people to

was small

understand

compared to
what needs to
be done, but

“Often you go into an experience like this thinking you're going to
change someone else's life. Instead, you change yourself.”
–Joan Francioni

what we felt,
what we went
through. It's

knowing that, as a group, we were able

face to face brings a whole new

easiest just to tell them to go down

to accomplish something makes for a

perspective,” said Van Tassel.

there, to do some service work.”

bigger and brighter picture,” she said.
Jill Wieme added, “You don't rebuild a

“In the news coverage of New Orleans

According to Francioni, the class

and Hurricane Katrina, there was talk of

taught the students life lessons.

city as a whole. You rebuild it

demolishing what's left of the city and

“Learning so much about the city

neighborhood by neighborhood, house

abandoning it. Given the scope of the

beforehand helped them understand

by house, person by person.”

disaster and the setting of the city, I

more while they were in New Orleans.

somewhat agreed,” said biology major

In turn, their experiences in New

said that her prior volunteering

Joe Sand. “But then I went to New

Orleans help them understand more

experience didn't prepare her for the

Orleans and realized that this city is

out in the world,” she said. “Often you

situation she faced in New Orleans.

people's lives. There's no easy solution.”

go into an experience like this thinking

Advertising major Nicole Van Tassel

“The work I've done pales in
comparison. This experience was

you're going to change someone else's
Education major Jenny Nelson added

life. Instead, you change yourself.”
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WSU

Without the Foundation?

Imagine for a moment you are
standing in the courtyard near the
center of the WSU Winona campus,
between Minné and Gildemeister
Halls, between the Performing Arts
center and Kryzsko Commons.
Imagine there are no fountains,
gardens or benches lining the campus
sidewalk system, and, in fact, streets
criss-cross the campus between
buildings.
Now, look to the northwest and
notice there is no Stark Hall or new
Science Laboratory Center; to the
southeast there is no Darrell W.
Krueger Library. Further south there is
no new press box, offices and suites
overlooking Maxwell Field. In fact,
picture Maxwell Field with the old
bleachers and the torn-up, muddy
grass field.
To the east of campus, there is no
University Apartments complex, and
to the west, WSU doesn't own Lourdes
Hall and the Tau Center.
Now here's the big mind-stretching
exercise... imagine Winona state with
3,000 fewer students.
It's a pretty grim image. If it weren't
for the efforts of the WSU Foundation,
that image in your mind might be the
way WSU would look today.
The Winona State University
Foundation was created in 1963 as a
separate, private, non-profit entity,
with its sole purpose to support the
opportunity for quality education for
students of Winona State University.
The Foundation began as an
organization focused on accepting and
managing monetary gifts which it
turned into scholarship awards to help
14 Spring 2006

deserving students have access to
excellent education at a
comprehensive public university. In
addition, some of the funds managed
by the Foundation have been used for
projects or education enhancements
for the university that would not be
possible with private support.
Over the years, the role of the
Foundation has expanded in
numerous ways; always within the
core mission to support Winona State
University and its students.
In 1988, when the WSU Foundation
celebrated its 25th anniversary, its
assets were about $800,000. Today, the
Foundation controls assets of more
than $25 million. For the 2004-05
academic year, the WSU Foundation
awarded over $460,000 in scholarships
to more than 340 students, and
provided and additional $1,406,823 in
support to WSU in other ways.
During its Silver Anniversary year,
1988, the WSU Foundation established
six donor societies as a way to provide
recognition for annual donors. Society
names were chosen to reflect the
concepts of building and strength. The
Benchmark Society recognizes annual
gifts between $100 and $249, the Pillar
Society recognizes annual gifts of
$250-$499, the Colonnade Society
recognizes annual gifts of $500-$999,
the Arch Society recognizes annual
gifts of $1,000-$2,499, the Keystone
Society recognizes annual gifts of
$2,500-$4,999, and the Capstone
Society recognizes annual gifts of
$5,000 and more.
In addition, the WSU Foundation

created the Cornerstone Society to
provide a lasting tribute to benefactors
who have made cumulative gifts of
$20,000 or more to the Foundation.
Through their ongoing efforts, these
individuals and corporations have
enabled the Foundation to become a
force in providing support for WSU's
academic mission.
An attractive Cornerstone Society
wall display occupies a prominent
spot in the main corridor of Somsen
Hall, saluting this commitment. The
initial Cornerstone Society induction
was held May 19, 1989, when the
Society was chartered with 10
members. Now, more than 40 names
are included among Cornerstone
Society members.
In 1996, the WSU Foundation
established the 1858 Founders Society
to honor a special group of friends
who have made a provision for Winona
State University in their estate plans
through their wills, life insurance,
annuities or life income agreements. A
bequest or other deferred gift of any
size brings membership in this
recognition society. All information is
kept in strict confidence. Today, there
are more than 100 1858 Founders
Society members.
In the 43 years since it was
established, the WSU Foundation has
truly made an impact on the stability
and growth of Winona State University.
Perhaps most importantly, the
Foundation has made a significant and
positive difference in the lives of
thousands and thousands of students.

Dr.
J
udith
Ramaley

INAUGURATED AS
FOURTEENTH PRESIDENT OF WINONA

STATE UNIVERSITY
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The entire community celebrated along with Dr. Judith Ramaley as she
was inaugurated as the fourteenth president of Winona State University
on April 7. The inauguration was preceded by a community spruce up
day on April 6, with all three Winona institutions of higher education
participating, and a community procession leading Dr. Ramaley into
McCown Gymnasium for her installation.
Enjoy these scenes from the inauguration celebration.
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A Real Person
Tim Hatfield has transformed counselor
education … and the lives of his students

W

hen you first ask about Tim Hatfield, chair of the counselor
education program at Winona State, you get a variety of
responses.
Undergraduates in service learning classes note his engaging and
supportive teaching style. Former students in the graduate program
remember his insistence that good counselors help clients heal and
grow, but also undertake a journey of personal development and
transformation. Colleagues and fellow professionals say that this
energy, vision and passion have profoundly changed counselor
education at Winona State and throughout the region.
But ultimately they all sum up their relationship with Hatfield by
saying, “You know, he's just a nice, regular guy.” And, there are usually a
couple of comments about his tendency to wear “unusual” socks.
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Dr. Timothy Hatfield, with degrees
life to illustrate them. You realize that it
we have to be willing to tackle those.”
from Harvard and a Ph.D. from the
comes from deep down inside, that he's a
“Tim is very serious about the people
University of Minnesota, has been in the
real person. And that makes the theory
who graduate from the program. He's a
counselor education program at Winona
more real when you see how it applies to
nice guy, but an open seat in the program
State since 1980. When he first arrived on daily life.”
is not enough for a potential student,”
campus he had no idea that he would be
While he knows where to draw the line says John Rislove, an alumnus of the
at WSU for almost three decades. But as
between private life and public, Hatfield
counseling education program and a
he taught more and more students, “my
reveals much of himself, at least on the
program director at Hiawatha Valley
roots grew deeper and deeper.” Hatfield
outside, in the classic rock videos that he Mental Health Center.
became firmly planted on campus when
rolls before class. His taste in music - Neil
“They have to be willing to grow not
he met his wife, Susan, who is assessment Young, Eric Clapton - is reiterated in the
only personally and develop as a
coordinator at WSU.
way he dresses. Hatfield chooses a
therapist, but also contribute something
Hatfield worked as a school counselor modern update on early 1970s wear,
to make the profession and the
for nine years after earning his master's
punctuated with an array of colorful
community a better place,” continues
degree at Harvard. He thought he might
socks. Tie-dyed yellow and red ones are a Rislove.
make a bigger impact by training others
student favorite.
To enter the graduate counselor
to be qualified counselors, so he entered
Hatfield may be relaxed when he gets
education program, candidates must
a doctoral program at the University of
dressed every morning, but he's serious
complete an application detailing their
Minnesota. There, he studied with Norm
about what makes a good counselor
commitment to personal and social
Sprinthall, a
development. “To help others
developmental
think and reason, good
psychologist who tried to
counselors must be able to
understand how people
look at themselves and
develop and learn over a
understand themselves and
lifetime, and how they
the world around them,” says
make meaning of their
Hatfield.
experiences.
“A theoretical base is
With Sprinthall, a
important to counseling, but
theoretical descendent of
to help the client, things
the pioneers Piaget and
ultimately rely on the quality
Kohlberg, as a guide,
of the relationship. Trust
Hatfield uses a
depends on operating as a
developmental approach
true self. I believe you can
in his teaching, and in how Hatfield with his wife, Susan, Assessment Coordiator at WSU, only understand the other
he trains graduate level
and participating with students in Community Spruce Up Day. person if you understand
counselors. Stories from his
yourself, too.”
own life are a large part of his instruction. education program. The basics of
“Tim makes sure you understand that
These personal examples establish a
psychological theory and case
when you sit across from somebody, it's
lasting bond, according to his students,
management are there, but Hatfield also
serious and it's life impacting,” says
and help them to make sense of
demands student commitment to
Rislove.
themselves and a complicated world.
building trusting relationships and
Part of what makes Hatfield so
“The college years are a big stage of
community engagement.
appealing, and so influential, is that he
transition for students. In higher
“When I arrived at WSU, counseling
looks deeply within himself, just as he
education, we have a responsibility to be was at a crossroads,” says Dr. Colin Ward, demands of his students.
models for personal growth. What better
who studied under Hatfield and is now
“You realize he's a real person. He
way to do this than to tell stories of our
on the counseling education faculty at
wears it like a badge,” says Lassen, the
own development, and then to nudge
Winona State.
graduate student working in Sparta.
students to stretch a little bit?” explains
“Tim guided the department, not only
“Powerful teachers are transparent. We
Hatfield.
in how we trained counselors but also in
see their struggles and it's a journey that
Gayle Lassen, a graduate student who the larger issues, such as being a part of
we all share, that we've all been through,”
is now finishing up an internship in
the bigger community, and advocating for observes Ward.
school counseling in Sparta, Wisconsin,
social and systemic change.”
Ward believes that this is what makes
observes “Tim inspires you to live the life
“For example, how do you manage
Hatfield beloved by his students, and why
of a counselor, to be passionate about it
depression in a client when they are
he is so influential as they make the
and not sit there to be only a sounding
living in an oppressive situation, such as
transition to adulthood, or to careers in
board.”
domestic violence or poverty?” asks Ward. counselor education. For regular guy,
“He knows the developmental
“Community and social conditions are
Hatfield has had an extraordinary impact.
systems, but he uses stories from his own central to education and treatment. And
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Family Ties

Roscoe Young
returns to deliver
commencement address
If it hadn't been for a little family advice, Roscoe Young
might never have become one of Winona State's most
storied basketball players. Or the CEO of a major
telecommunications company. He certainly wouldn't
have been back at his alma mater 30 years after
graduating to deliver its commencement address.
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“You're not coming home,” laughs
Young as he describes his mother's
reaction to a phone call during his
freshman year. “Here I was a top high
school player, a real prima donna, and
not starting or playing much. I had
already packed my bags.”
Young's mother wouldn't give in,
telling him to stay put. “She said,
'There's a plan for you. Maybe you
can't see it right now, but let it roll out
and things will work out in the end.'”
Young trusted his mother's advice,
and things did work out. He trusted his
coach and led the Warriors to an era of
basketball dominance. He earned a
graduate degree and has risen to the
top echelons of the
telecommunications industry. And
along the way, Young has maintained a
strong sense of family and the
importance of nurturing deep and
caring relationships.
Roscoe Young grew up in the suburbs
around Chicago. His family was close,
but he hadn't thought much about
attending college until he met Les
Wothke, a well-known high school
basketball coach, while visiting a
friend.
“I was tall and could jump,” says
Young. “Problem was I never knew
where I would come down.”
“Roscoe was about 6-5 and athletic, but
he had no basketball skills. We spent
that first year teaching him
fundamentals. He played all summer
and got better and better,” remembers
Wothke.
Winona State was loaded with talent
in the early 1970s. The Warriors
recruited Young, but they were also
courting Wothke after Ron Ecker left
Winona for an assistant's job at
Minnesota. The two arrived at Winona
together. It was a bond that changed
WSU basketball and continues to this
day.
“I learned that although I might have
been the best player, sometimes it's
more important to be the glue that
holds things together, not the highest
scorer,” explains Young.
From 1970-75, Winona State won four
straight conference titles and two NAIA
district championships. Many of the
members of those teams, including
Young and Wothke, are members of the
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WSU and conference halls
of fame.
And they still stay in
touch. Young still keeps up
with his team mates, and he
and Wothke talk every
couple of weeks.
Basketball wasn't Young's
only circle during his years
in Winona. He was also a
self-described “nanny” for
the Gannaway family on
King Street. “There were five
kids and I lived there and
basically ran the household,
babysitting, cooking, driving Young’s wife Vikki, daughter Morgan, God
Daughter Stephanie House, and son Scoey
them around, whatever it
enjoy his commencement address.
took,” says Young.
is now chief executive and operating
“Those kids and I grew up at
officer at KMC Telecom, a provider of
basketball practice and around
telecommunications infrastructure and
campus. They were stars, part of the
services. KMC generated more than
team. And all of them became good,
$500 million in revenue last year, and
successful people.”
has assets worth more than $2.1 billion.
When Young was recognized as a
KMC is on the cutting-edge of the
distinguished WSU alumnus in 2005,
fast moving telecommunications
several of the Gannaway children
joined him at the ceremony. Young also industry, but family values still guide
recognized family members, along with Young's life. “It's important, even in a
Wothke, attending his commencement company the size of KMC, to share
stories, take interest in the people you
address on May 5.
work with and treat each other the right
Young went on to be remarkably
way.”
successful following graduation from
“Roscoe is always doing for other
WSU. While working as a counselor, a
people, not himself. He has
mentor advised him that “as an
unbelievable love and loyalty, and that
individual I could have an impact on
has made him successful,” observes
ten people. As a supervisor, I could
Wothke.
touch 100 people or more.”
And Winona State remains part of the
So Young earned a master's in
family
history. “That educational
rehabilitation administration at
foundation,
the things I learned there,
Southern Illinois University. His plans
still
counts.
I
learned to communicate,
were to work as a supervising counselor
to work with diverse people, to pull
and educator, but Young was attracted
them together, to prepare for setbacks,”
to a management program at AT&T.
says Young.
“It was an opportunity to make even
In addition to his distinguished
bigger impact in the business world, by
alumni
award and commencement
effectively managing people and
address,
Young has maintained close
resources that have tremendous
ties
with
WSU. He honored his coach
influence.”
with
the
Les
Wothke Scholarship for
At AT&T Young worked in all areas of
the telecommunications giant and rose African-American students. He is a
trustee of the University, and even gave
through the ranks. During his time
his daughter the middle name
there, the Reagan administration
“Winona.”
selected him to work as a special
In March, Young attended the
assistant to the Secretary of Defense
Warriors
national championship
under the White House Executive
basketball
game against Virginia Union
Exchange program.
in
Springfield,
Massachusetts. He's still
He held high level positions at MFS
part
of
the
team.
Communications and Ameritech, and

FROM THE ALUMNI DIRECTOR
As I write this, I am sitting in the living room of my
parents' home in Chicago. My brother (also a WSU
alumnus) and his wife have come home from Louisiana to
introduce the newest member of our family, my baby
nephew Gabriel. Throughout the weekend, each of my
siblings, their spouses, and nine of my parents'
grandchildren have spent time in this house. Bustling with
activity, this gathering has reminded me of the dynamic
that plays out whenever people with shared history come
together.
My maternal grandmother raised 14 children; my
paternal grandmother raised eight, all boys! I have enough
aunts, uncles, and cousins to populate a small town!
Family gatherings have always provided important
opportunities for us to reconnect and share our common
bond with one another.
It struck me at a recent WSU alumni event, that the
bonds we share as alumni of Winona State University are
much like the bonds shared by family. We are almost
50,000 members strong, and we live all across the world.
And yet, we “grew up” at WSU, and our shared history
comes alive when we get together.
This past fall, during Homecoming weekend, we held a
reunion for the 50th anniversary class. I'm sure that many
of the individuals that attended the event hadn't seen one
another in years. Surely they must have wondered if they
would have much in common after so much time.
As the evening unfolded I asked if anyone had a
memorable experience from their time at Winona State to
share with the group. I offered my favorite Henry Hull
story to start things off. Professor Hull was the person
responsible for bringing Minnesota History to life for me.
One person talked about meeting the love of his life in
Winona. Ah, Winona sweethearts . . . the University is
responsible for many happy relationships. Another
alumna stood up and shared her memories of Mrs. G. She

was the much loved
house mom for Morey
Hall during the 1950s.
She is credited with
imparting her homespun
wisdom and for
personally teaching the
young women in her
charge to be “ladies.”
Reminding them, in a way
only she could, “don't let
those Saint Teresa girls
show you up.”
As these stories were
told an electricity filled the air, people began talking across
the table with one another, then across the room, one story
sparked another and then another. Soon the room was
filled with laughter and the sound of excited interaction.
This gathering of old friends was enjoying a homecoming;
they were home and enjoying the telling of their shared
history.
It was a privilege for me to participate in the event. My
words seem inadequate to describe the excitement and
genuine sense of community that play out that evening.
Homecoming weekend provides a myriad of opportunities
for alumni to experience this kind of exchange and
excitement. I extend to you my personal invitation to
come home to Winona, to reconnect with our shared
history and to created precious new memories of this
remarkable place we call our alma mater.
Come Home!
Homecoming 2006 is scheduled for October 5-6-7, 2006.

Kim Dehlin Zeiher
Director of Alumni Relations

On its 40th anniversary, members of the Class of 1961 initiated a fundraising drive to commemorate their educational experience at Winona State
and the terrific careers they subsequently enjoyed. They designated the
funds for scholarships to demonstrate their care for current WSU students.
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After a quick start, the drive slowed due to the stock market decline.
Committee members re-energized the drive after a visit to campus,
and now the group has reached its goal of $20,000, with 49 Class of
1961 members making a gift. The first scholarship will be awarded
to a deserving sophomore this year.
Thank you to everyone who made a gift.
Ken Landro, Committee Chair
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Life as a Player in 1931
A L U M

One of Winona State's oldest student
organizations got a visit from one of its
earliest alumna, Edith Whittier
Hopfenspirger, a 1931 graduate, at the
Great River Shakespeare Festival this
summer.
The Wenonah Players, founded in
1903, held its reunion in conjunction
with the Shakespeare Festival in July,
and Hopfenspirger brought a number
of reminiscences from her Mankato
home. Then, as now, the Wenonah
Players was made up of students
majoring in drama or who have an
interest in acting or staging plays.

D E S C R I B E S

CLASS Notes
TELL YOUR FRIENDS
WHAT YOUʼRE UP TO

We need your personal and professional updates for
Class Notes. If your name has changed, please include
your name while you were at Winona State. You can send
your news via email: Alumni@winona.edu

1900-1969

Eva Lou (Russell) Scott (deceased), '42
(Northfield, MN). In honor of Eva Lou's passion
for doll collecting, the Northfield Historical
Society displayed some of her dolls in a window
at Premier Bank in Northfield. Eva Lou left more
than 900 dolls to the NSH when she died. Eva
Lou moved to Northfield in 1947 to teach. She
taught in all the schools in the system at the
time. Besides her job as a teacher, she was
extremely active in the community and her
church. She served on various boards and
committees and stayed active in the community
until her death in 2004. Eva Lou also was an
artist and donated many hours to the Northfield
Art Guild. She enjoyed knitting and knitted more
than 1,000 caps for new babies at Northfield
Hospital.
George and Harriet (Wold) Matchan, '47/'76
(Owatonna, MN) After graduating from high
school in Zumbrota, MN, George attended St.
Olaf College for one year. In 1944, he transferred
to Winona State and pursued two majors: Social
Studies and Industrial Arts. He was a member of
Who's Who, Kappa Delta Pi, Representative
Council, President of the Student Senate, W
Club, and Purple Key. After graduating, George
taught school in Cannon Falls, MN, for two years
and then for four years in Pine Island, MN.
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Hopfenspirger, wearing her Players
drama pins which were earned for
acting and production duties, brought
history to life when she described a
production of The Taming of the Shrew
that called for a modern dress
performance, including the
appearance of a Ford Model T on stage.
Borrowing large planks from a
lumber yard, as well as some muscle

George and Harriet were married in 1949. In
1953, George accepted a job with Federated
Insurance in Owatonna, MN, and continued
working there until 1986. George feels that an
education is very important and helps one
throughout life. WSU has served the Matchan
family well. Harriet graduated from WSU and
finished her teaching career of 30 years in the
Owatonna, MN, school system. Daughter Julie
(Matchan) Tripp also graduated from WSU in
1975. Twin sons David and Paul graduated from
Mankato State University. All have achieved
their Masters degrees. The Matchans' six
grandchildren have completed or are pursuing
their college degrees. Thank you WSU!
Jean (Percy) Polacheck, '53 (Oak Forest, Il)
retired from teaching in elementary education
11 years ago. Jean is the church choir director
and is still actively teaching privately. She and
her husband, Ralph, travel extensively - recently
remaining in the States to visit Howell at Western
Parks plus Northwest Parks.
Carole
(Johannes)
Fallenstein,
'63
(Minneapolis, MN), now a semi-retired Teacher,
is tutoring part-time with Huntington Learning
Center in Edina, MN, specializing in ACT. Carole
is the grandmother of a 5 year old and two 3 year
olds.
Lawrence Marchionda, '66 (Fond du Lac, WI),
works with World Class Wrestling Enterprises
Ltd.
Susan (Loeffler) Anderson, '67 (Le Sueur,
MN), married Jim Anderson on December 30,
2005.
Margaret Hankes, '67 (St. Paul, MN), has
received the 2006 National Catholic Educational
Association Distinguished Teacher Award.

from the football team, Hopfenspirger
and her fellow Players pulled the
Model T up the steps of Somsen Hall
using ropes. When the play's run was
over, the football team was again put
to the task of towing it down the
Somsen steps and the Model T was
returned to its owner.
During the Depression,
Hopfenspirger earned money as a
walk-on for major performances at the
Schubert Theater (now the Fitzgerald).
She went on to teach high school
dramatics and seventh and eighth
grades in Morgan, Minnesota.

Richard Behling, '69 (Broomfield, CO) has
retired from Amgen Inc. after 30 years in various
positions in the pharmaceutical, medical
diagnostics, and biotech industries. He has
relocated from California to Colorado and has
started a consulting business, Peak 2 Peak
Enterprises, specializing in corporate team
building. Richard would love to hear from
former classmates and fraternity brothers.

1970-1979

Steven Cahill, '72 (Moorhead, MN). Governor
Pawlenty has appointed Steven J. Cahill a
District Court Judge for the Minnesota Seventh
District, with chambers in Moorhead. He had
been engaged in the private practice of law in
Moorhead from 1976-2006. He has also served
as a member of the Minnesota State Bar
Association Board of Governors/Assembly since
2001. Following graduation from WSU, he
received his J.D. degree from William Mitchell
College of Law, St. Paul. Steve, his wife, Jeri, and
two sons live in Moorhead.
Scott Hannon, '72 (Winona, MN), Director of
Public Affairs for Winona Area Public Schools,
was recognized by MASSP for 20 years of service.
Joan (Ryan) Broadwater, '74 (Winona, MN) is
a Reading Specialist for grades 1-3 for Winona
Area Catholic Schools.
Richmond McCluer, Jr., '76 (Winona, MN).
Three Minnesota magazines, in their annual
peer-based survey of Minnesota lawyers, have
named him as a criminal law Super Lawyer. The
2005 survey by Minnesota Law and Politics,
Minneapolis/St. Paul and Twin Cities Business
Monthly performs the polling, research and
selection of Super Lawyers in a process designed

to identify lawyers who have attained a high
degree of peer recognition and professional
achievement. An independent research team
evaluates prospective candidates on more
than a dozen indicators of peer recognition
and professional achievement as a
supplement to the balloting and blue ribbon
panel review. Civic service and pro bono
activities are also considered. McCluer is also
an adjunct professor at Winona State
University, where he has taught criminal law
and procedure for 16 years.
Carol (Hallquist) Rife, '76 (Germantown,
TN) moved with her husband, Steve, and son,
Rob, to Memphis, TN, in July 2004 so Steve
could work for Fed Ex. They are learning how
to cope with heat, humidity, and mosquitoes
after living for 25 years in the Pacific
Northwest but are enjoying the blues and
especially the BBQ! After working for 28 years
as a Medical Technologist, Carol is taking a
break from the laboratory as she contemplates
retirement.
Joyce (Curley) Black, '78 (Elkhorn, NE),
UNMC College of Nursing Associate Professor,
has been appointed President of the National
Pressure Ulcer Advisory Panel. The
organization is focused on public policy,
research and a new form of pressure ulcers
called deep tissue injury. She has been
involved with the NPUAP since 1998, and has
served in various roles. She is a member of the
Wound, Ostomy and Continence Nurses
Society, the Wound Healing Society, the
Midwest Nursing Research Society, American
Nurses Association, Nebraska Nurses
Association and numerous other nursing and
academic nursing organizations. She earned
her bachelor's degree in nursing from WSU,
and a master's and doctoral degree from the
UNMC College of Nursing.

1980-1989

Craig Parrish, '80 (Denmark) is employed
as a Sales and Marketing Manager for DPA
Microphones A/S in Denmark.
Mark Wallace, '80 (Sussex, NJ), Supervisor
of Technological Studies at High Point
Regional High School, has been selected to
receive The International Technology
Educators Association's highest honor, the
"Distinguished Technology Educator Award".
Consideration for the award is based upon
documented
evidence
of
leadership/management skills, continuing
participation in association education

Reserve your trip to Italy today!

From the charming spa town of Chianciano in Tuscany,
discover the historic beauty of Florence, Assisi and Siena
before continuing on to Fiuggi, where you will enjoy
visits to monumental Rome and ancient Pompeii.
For more information on joining WSU alumni in
Tuscany, contact WSU Alumni Relations office at
1-800-242-8978 ext. 5027 (local 457-5027)
or contact Go Next at: 1-800-842-9023
www.GoNext.com

programs, and demonstration of leadership in
association, community, and personal
activities. Mark supervises seventeen staff
members in the Business, Home and Family,
and Technological Studies departments. He
currently teaches Women in Engineering and
Communication Technology. He is a
Cubmaster in Vernon and resides in Wantage
with his wife Gail and three children. Mark is
active in civic and community organizations.
Mark was the recipient of the WSU
Distinguished Young Alumni Award in 1991.
David Monsen, '81 (Lakeland, FL). The year
was 1978. I was returning for my junior year at
Winona State University. A friend of mine from
WSU named Reggie Cooper asked me to visit
him for a few days before school started. So I
went to our nation's capitol and visited my
friend Reggie. During our drive back to
Winona, Minnesota, Reggie asked me, “Hey,
“New York” why don't you run for
homecoming king? Everybody loves you on
campus and knows you.” I had never thought
about running for homecoming king, Reggie
planted the seed and I said, “Yeah, I'll run for
homecoming king.” I considered myself just
lucky and blessed just to be attending college
in the first place... it was a dream come true
just to be attending college at all. Winona,
Minnesota to me was like a paradise in away,
so beautiful; and the people were beautiful
and friendly. There I was running for
homecoming king against mostly juniors. I'll
never forget it. The day was a Friday, 27 years
ago. I prayed that day and the outcome would
come later that evening. I received my first
bible from some Gideons at WSU a few
months earlier. I read the bible and how Jesus
loves us and that we should love our neighbors
as ourselves and even to love our enemies also.

Later that night, the couples lined up for the
outcome for homecoming king and queen.
The gymnasium was packed. No basketball
game while I attended WSU was so full of
people. The results came in; David “New York”
Monsen is the new homecoming king. What a
great honor and a thrill to be voted into the
history of such a great college. To this day,
besides being saved by Jesus and marrying a
great wife, I just want to thank God (Jesus) for
the honor of being homecoming king 1978
and thank God for blessing me so much.
Leigh Davis, '83 (Carroll, IA) was awarded
the Bronze Star Medal for meritorious service
while serving in Afghanistan from May 30,
2004 to May 30, 2005 with Alpha Company, 1st
Battalion, 168th Infantry of the Iowa National
Guard. He was awarded the Combat
Infantryman's Badge for actions against
enemy forces on October 7, 2004. Leigh
returned home to Carroll, IA on June 6, 2005
after serving 467 on active duty as part of
Operation Enduring Freedom. Leigh is a 1983
graduate of WSU with a degree in Mass
Communications. He is currently employed as
a registered nurse in the Intensive Care Unit at
St. Anthony Regional Hospital in Carroll. He is
married and has two sons, both of whom are
serving in the active army.
James Fuchsel, '83 (West Salem, WI) and
wife Kathleen had a baby boy on June 23, 2005.
Brian Thorson, '83 (Eden Prairie, MN), a
Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetist
(CRNA), recently took office as the 2005-06
president of American Association of Nurse
Anesthetists (AANA) headquartered in Park
Ridge, Ill. Thorson will serve as president until
August 2006. “Leading the Association of the
nation's hand-on anesthesia providers, which
administer 65 percent of all anesthetics in the

ELIZABETH VANE

IN KEY POSITION AT WALTER REED ARMY MEDICAL CENTER
U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel
Elizabeth Vane, who earned the
Bachelor of Science in nursing at
Winona State in 1987, is working as
Chief of Central Materiel Service
(CMS) at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, D.C.
In addition to her position as Chief
of CMS, Lt. Col. Vane is a subject
matter expert with the Directorate of

Combat and Doctrine Development,
works in conjunction with the
perioperative consultant to the office
of the Surgeon General and as an
adjunct faculty member to the
Uniformed Services University of the
Health Sciences.
Vane completed her master's degree
at the University of Colorado Health
Sciences Center. She graduated with

honors from a number of military
nursing programs prior to joining
Walter Reed as Assistant Chief of CMS
in 2001. She was deployed in support
of Operation Iraqi Freedom in a
Combat Corps Maneuver Task Force,
which provided care to more than
70,000 soldiers.
Lt. Col. Vane is married to a
computer scientist and together they
have four children.
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IN MEMORIAM
Dr. Robert A. Hanson
Dr. Robert A. Hanson, eleventh president of the
University, died on Monday, January 9, in Fargo, N.D.
after a short battle with cancer. He was 78 years old.
Dr. Hanson led Winona State University from 1977 until
December 1981, when he suffered a brain aneurysm from
which he never fully recovered. He officially retired in
1983 and lived in the Moorhead area, where he had
previously been head of academic affairs at Moorhead
State University.
Hanson is remembered as kind and caring and a true
academic who believed education should be available to
everyone. His wife, Helen, said that education was the most important thing to her
husband and he believed everyone deserved a chance to better themselves.
Hanson formed a college of humanities and a college of science at Winona State.
He also promoted programs in Rochester and was known for increasing the numbers
of female administrators at the University, which was notable for the time.
Dr. David J. Rislove
Dr. David J. Rislove, a Winona State University chemistry professor for over 31
years, died on Thursday, November 3, 2005. He was 64.
Rislove taught organic chemistry and was faculty athletics representative for 23
years. He supervised more than 100 undergraduate research projects, wrote over 40
publications and holds a U.S. Patent.
A Rushford native, Rislove was an all-conference football player in 1960 and 1961
and is a member of the WSU All-Century Team, the NSIC Hall of Fame the WSU Hall
of Fame.



William Owens Jr.
William A. Owens Jr. died after a long illness on September 28, 2005, at the age of 91.
He was a well-known applied psychologist and researcher.
Owens graduated WSU in 1935, where his father was the first chair of the psychology
department. After earning his doctorate in psychology from the University of
Minnesota, Owens held positions at Iowa State University and the University of
Georgia.
In 1960, Owens was the recipient of Centennial Commendation from WSU. He
received the Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1988. In 1993 his family established the
William A. Owens scholarship, which awards $1,000 annually to an outstanding WSU
student.

Complete version on-line at:
http://www.winona.edu/publications/currents/index.html.

United States is an honor,” said Thorson. “In the
year to come, I will make decisions based on
what is right for our profession and most
beneficial to our patients.” Thorson is currently
a staff nurse anesthetist at Hennepin County
Medical Center in Minneapolis, Minn.
A. Bruce Blatti., '84 (Worthington, MN),
Principal of Worthington High School, was
recognized by MASSP for 30 years of service.
Bruce was also recognized as the 2005 High
School Principal of the Year.
Sally Schwenker, '85 (Gila Bend, AZ). In 2003
Sally received her Masters of Education in
elementary education degree with a reading
endorsement from Northern Arizona University
in Flagstaff. In 2004-2005 she was selected into
the 9th edition of Who's Who Among America's
Teachers. In 2005 Sally was selected as the
Westside Impact's Teacher of the Year for the
small schools of west Maricopa County in AZ.
Daniel Swartling, '85 (Cookeville, TN),
Assistant Professor of Chemistry, has been
named the recipient of Tennessee Tech
University's Outstanding Faculty Award in
Teaching. Swartling, known affectionately as
"Dr. Dan", has the unique ability to motivate
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and challenge while simultaneously earning the
respect and admiration of his chemistry
students by a combination of teaching with
unconventional methods, and offering an "open
door policy" that makes him universally
approachable to students.
Robert Murray, '86 (Fort Sill, OK) is married
to the former Kim Suk Kyong of Seoul, South
Korea. They have three children: Ryan (12); Sean
(11); and Isabell (8). Robert is currently serving
on active duty in the U.S. Army holding the rank
of Major. He commands a unit called the Field
Artillery Training Center Detachment.
Mark Fratzke, '89 (Visalia, CA) has been
named the new Nurse Administrator in the
Neurology/Rehabilitation Division at Mayo
Clinic in Rochester.
Chuck Frederick, '89 (Duluth, MN), after
years as an award-winning reporter for the
Duluth News Tribune, has been promoted to
Deputy Editorial Page Editor. His book, "Duluth:
The City and the People," was published in 1995.

1990-1999

Matthew Clark, '90 (Owatonna, MN) has
recently joined SAGE Electrochromics in

Faribault, MN as Director of Manufacturing and
Operations. He and his wife Jacqueline have
three children, and he coaches third through
sixth grade little league baseball and football.
Steven Clift, '90 (Minneapolis, MN) and wife
Laurel welcomed their new son, Liam Thomas,
on November 7, 2005.
Kevin Kulas, '90 (Inver Grove Heights, MN)
has been promoted to Vice President at VEE
Corporation in Minneapolis, MN, taking over
the leadership reins for the booking and routing
of VEE's national and international live touring
family shows.
Andrew Siegal, '90 (Visalia, CA), former WSU
football player and coach, has been hired as
Offensive Cord./Quarterback Coach and PE
Professor at The College of The Sequoias.
Andrew and his family had relocated to Visalia
from Dodge City, KS.
Rick Wolter, '90 (La Crescent, MN), Principal
of La Crescent Senior High School, was
recognized by MASSP for 20 years of service.
Kirk Bitu, '91 (Winona, MN), has been
appointed Senior Vice President of Cooper Gay
& Cashman in Minneapolis, MN, and will be in
charge of actuarial and financial modeling. In
addition to this BA degree from WSU, Kirk holds
a MBA from the University of St. Thomas in St.
Paul, MN.
Richard Sassan, '91 (Mount Prospect, IL) has
opened his own accounting practice, B & E
Accounting Services, specializing in individual
and small business services. Richard, a Certified
Public Accountant, serves as President of this
new firm.
Jodie Edwards, '92 (Palm Beach Gardens, FL)
is a Social Worker for Eckerd Youth Alternatives.
James Chapple, '93 (Bloomington, MN) and
wife, Karen, welcomed daughter Angelina
Kristine on June 4, 2005. James is a Certified
Financial Planner who manages more than 20
million dollars for approximately 200 clients.
Roxanne (Prinsen) Fry, '93 (Windsor, CO) has
been named Director of Donor Services for the
Community Foundation of Northern Colorado
in Fort Collins.
Scott Hilpert, '93 (Cary, IL) is employed as a
Financial Advisor for Smith Barney in
Barrington, IL, managing personal and
corporate wealth. Scott and his wife Carolyn
have two children, Olivia and Andrew.
Michelle (Kueppers) Oliver, '93 (Palatine, IL)
is employed at Allstate Insurance in Northbrook,
IL.
Craig Stelmach and Brenda Booth, '93/'97
(Reading, MA). Brenda Booth recently
completed a Master's Degree in Accounting at
Suffolk University in Boston, MA. Brenda works
in the tax department at Tofias, P.C.. Brenda is
married to Craig Stelmach who is a Corporate
Attorney for a software company in Cambridge,
MA.
Denyse (Nickels) Scovell, '94 (Naples, FL) is a
Special Education Teacher for Collier County
Public Schools.
Theresa (Vanriper) Thoen, '94 (Austin, MN)
and husband Greg are the proud parents of twin
sons, James Edwin and Nicholas Ross, born on
June 15, 2005.
Yvonne (Cronin) D'Arcy, '95 (Germantown,
MD) was selected as the Suburban Hospital
Advanced Practice Nurse of the Year and
received a Lambert Foundation Award as a
result of the honor. Since graduating from
Winona Sate, Yvonne has worked as a Pain
Management Nurse Practitioner at Mayo Clinic

Jeannie Miller, '98 (Eau Claire, WI) is a Third
have been nominated by my colleagues and
selected by the Oncology Nursing Society as the Grade Teacher at Roosevelt Elementary School.
Kristin Peterson, '98 (Eden Prairie, MN)
recipient of the 2006 ONS Excellence in
Radiation Therapy Nursing Award," said Julie. works as a Recruiter for Ambrion Inc. in
"Working in radiation therapy and being a Bloomington, MN.
Alison Spiegel, '98 (Janesville, WI) is the
member of ONS has provided me numerous
rewarding experiences. Thank you." Julie Assistant Principal at Craig High School.
Joseph and Erin (Hart) Gutsmiedl, '99/'99
received her associated of arts in nursing
degree from Rochester Community College in (Germantown, WI) were married October 16,
Rochester, her bachelor of science in nursing 2004. Erin is the Senior Living Advisor for Saint
degree from Winona State University in John's On The Lake, a continuing care
Rochester, and is currently working on her retirement community. Joseph is the Café
master of science in nursing degree from Specialty Manager for Barnes and Noble.
Lori (Mojsiej) and Jeremy Peterson, '99/'00
University of Phoenix. She is an active member
of the Southeast Minnesota Chapter of ONS, (Stillwater, MN) welcomed their first child, a
the ONS Radiation Special Interest Group boy named Durand John (D.J.), on December 4,
(SIG), the American Society for Therapeutic 2005.
Jason Pitzen, '99 (Lewiston, MN) and wife
Radiology and Oncology, and Sigma Theta Tau
Abby are the proud parents of new son, Jack
International Society of Nursing.
Paul Eberhardt, '97 (Mesa, AZ) and wife Henry, born on June 6, 2005.
Charlotte Suchla, '99 (Winona, MN) is a
Beth became new parents to daughter, Riley
Mae, on January 13, 2006. Paul is the Head Financial Services Officer at Affinity Plus
Men's Basketball Coach at Scottsdale Federal Credit Union.
Trisha (Helmle) and Aloys Wieser, '99/00 (La
Community College in Scottsdale, AZ. He is
currently completing his Master's Degree in Crescent, MN). Trisha is currently working in
Education with an emphasis in Sports Human Resources at Franciscan Skemp
Leadership through Virginia Commonwealth Hospital in La Crosse, WI. Aloys is an attorney
with Wieser Law Office in La Crescent.
University.
Kyle and Michelle (Plein) Harper, '97/'97
(West Salem, WI). Kyle is an Information 2000-Present
Systems Analyst for Gundersen Lutheran
Jocelyn Braun, '00 (Middleton, WI) is
Medical Center, and Michelle is a Middle employed as an Account Executive with Padilla
School LD Teacher for Bangor School District.
Spear and Beardsley in Minneapolis, MN.
Golam Jahangir, '97 (Issaquah, WA) is a
Julie (Walbridge) Harnly, '00 (Red Wing,
Senior Program Manager for Microsoft MN) and husband Nathan welcomed daughter
Corporation in Redmond, WA.
Alice Mabel to their family on September 27,
Rachel (Hill) Smith, '97 (Johnson Creek, WI) 2005. Alice joins big brother Luke at home. Julie
and her husband, Donald, just moved into the is currently a stay-at-home mother while
new home they built together in Johnson Nathan works as a Process Engineer for Hearth
Creek, WI. Rachel continues to work for Mercy & Home Technologies in Lake City, MN.
Health System as a Marketing Specialist and
Sachin Isaacs, '00 (Minneapolis, MN) is
continues to volunteer her time as a firefighter. employed as a Planning Analyst for Target
Jennifer (Sonntag) and Warren Becker, Corporation.
'98/'00 (Rosemount, MN) welcomed their new
Andrea
(Smith)
Krueger,
'00
son, Thomas Cole, on December 27, 2005. (Milwaukee, WI) was recently
Jennifer works for Northwest Airlines and married. Andrea works as a
Warren works for Ernst & Young.
Procurement Engineer at In-SinkChristina (Hillquist) Dahl, '98 (Mapleton, Erator in Racine, WI.
MN) along with husband Andrew welcomed
Casey and Tasya (Rivera)
their new son, Noah Andrew, in July 2005. Noah Martin, '00/'00 (Bridgeport, CT)
joins big sister Emma at home. Christina were married.
continues to work at
TJ Brown, son of Thomas and Trisha Brown
.
Immanuel St. Joseph's
Hospital in Mankato, Alumni who send baby pictures to the WSU Alumni
MN, as an OB nurse. Relations office receive a purple "Baby Warrior
Jeffrey and Rebecca Onesie" to show WSU pride. The onesies are
( R a s m u s s o n )
embroidered with the message
Johnson,
'98/'98
(Coon Rapids, MN) "Born to go to Winona State."
are the proud parents Alumni babies are on-line at:
of Laura Reese, born www.winona.edu/publications/currents/index.html.
May 28, 2005. Jeffrey is
a Correctional Officer for the Hennepin County
Jeremy and Kristin (Houck)
Juvenile Detention Center in Minneapolis, MN. O'Reilly, '00/'00 (Rochester, MN)
Rebecca is a Paralegal for Andersen welcomed son Tayten James on
Corporation in Bayport, MN.
November 13, 2005. Tayten join
Wendy (Stricker) Lewis, '98 (Medford, OR) is sibling Mazie, age 2, at home.
a Professional Sales Specialist with Johnson & Jeremy is employed by US Bank and Kristin
Johnson.
works for Head Start.
Congxian (Ling) Marter, '98 (Winona, MN)
Jeremy Pischke, '00 (Oakdale, MN) is
is certified as CPIM. She works as an Analyst in working as a Reference Staff Attorney at
Research and Development at Fastenal.
Thomson West in Eagan, MN.
Thomas McCasland, '98 (Winona, MN) is
Emily (Bailey) Zastrow, '00 (Glendale, WI)
the new owner of Bullseye Tavern.
recently married Justin Zastrow. Emily works as
Kristen (Viner) Megill, '98 (Aurora, CO) is a a Paralegal at Gass Weber Mullins LLC in
Support Engineer-Design Tools for Oracle Milwaukee, WI.
Software.



in Jacksonville, FL, at the Sidney Kimmel
Oncology Center at Johns Hopkins in
Baltimore, MD, and is currently the Pain and
Palliative Care Nurse Practitioner/Outcomes
Manager at Suburban Hospital in Bethesda,
MD. Yvonne also publishes regularly and
presents both nationally and internationally on
a variety of pain management topics. Most
recently, Yvonne was the cover feature in the
February 27, 2006, edition of Nursing Spectrum
and was interviewed about pain management.
Fang Echo Huang, '95 (St. Paul, MN) and
Dan Brown became proud parents of Nina
Mary Brown on June 20, 2005 in Minneapolis.
Echo started the first Peony Festival for the
Twin Cities on May 26, 2005 to raise money for
the China Aids Orphan Fund. This event raised
over $22,000 for the China Aids Orphan Fund,
which supports over 300 Aids orphans in
Henan Province for one school year.
Jason Meszaros, '95 (St. Michael, MN) was
awarded a Bronze Star Medal in Afghanistan
and is a veteran of the Global War on Terror.
Jason was a US Army Intelligence Officer and
Psychological Operations Officer for 11 years.
He has spent time at the Pentagon and the CIA.
Jason has real life experience in tracking,
capturing, and interrogating terrorists in
Afghanistan, Bosnia, and Guantanomo Bay.
Tracy (Grendler) Moe, '95 (Little Falls, MN)
and husband Mark welcomed son Cullen
Thomas on July 2, 2005.
Gregory and Kimberly (Berndt) Moeller,
'95/'96 (Appleton, WI) had a beautiful baby girl
on October 1, 2005 named Macy Alexa. Gregory
is employed with the Wisconsin DNR as a
Conservation Biologist/Stormwater Specialist
in Green Bay, WI. Kimberly is a Litigation
Paralegal working for the Chicago based law
firm of Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP in Appleton
specializing in medical malpractice defense
litigation.
Brent Kvam, '96 (Shakopee, MN) is married
and has two children, ages 4 and 2. Brent
received his doctorate in chiropractic medicine
in November 2001 and currently owns a clinic
in Eden Prairie, MN called HealthStar
Chiropractic Center.
Linda (Leib) Praught, '96 (Wyoming, MN) is
employed as a Medical Social Worker for
Healtheast Hospitals in the Twin Cities and also
for Fairview Lakes Regional Healthcare Center
in Wyoming, MN. She and husband Chuck have
three children, Noah (6), Joseph (3), and Grace
(6 months).
Andria (Brudeseth) Skrypez, '96 (Ham Lake,
MN) married Todd Skrypez on October 22,
2005. Andria is a Realtor with RHS Realty in
Plymouth, MN.
Kathryn (Hauser) Slusher, '96 (Minneapolis,
MN) has filmed a small role in the Robert
Altman directed motion picture “A Prairie
Home Companion”. The movie is expected to
be released and in theaters by fall 2006.
Tracy Bergemann, '97 (Minneapolis, MN)
received her PhD in biostatistics at the
University of Washington in 2004. She is
currently an Assistant Professor in the Division
of Biostatistics at the University of Minnesota
with research that focuses on statistical
genetics and applications in oncology.
Julie (Lund) Earle, '97 (Rochester, MN) RN,
BSN, RT(T), OCN, has received the Oncology
Nursing Society (ONS) Excellence in Radiation
Therapy Award. Julie is a radiation oncology
nursing supervisor at Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
MN. "I am extremely humbled and honored to
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WSU Outreach & Continuing
Education and Housing &
Residence Life
invite you back to stay
at the
University Apartments at East Lake.
Be part of the Learning Club
and Retiree Center
summer activities!
Apartments are available from
June 1-August 10 each year
(minimum 5 weeks required)



For further information,
please call Tracy Rahim at
507-474-3902, or visit

http://www.winona.edu/oced/
campconference/
summerescape/
summerescape.htm

Jeffrey and Kristen (Dolney) Arkell, '01/'02
(St. Paul, MN) welcomed daughter Abigail Rose
on March 23, 2005.
Lisa Cherry, '01 (Inver Grove Heights) is
employed as a School Social Worker at
Crosswinds School in Woodbury, MN.
Michelle (Larson) Jones, '01 (Wautoma, WI)
married Ben Jones on May 15, 2004. Michelle is
a teacher for Wautoma Area School District.
Brian Mueller, '01 (West Branch, IA) is the
Vocal Music Director at Regina High School in
Iowa City since August 2005. Brian obtained his
Teacher Certification through St. Mary's MA in
Instruction program in 2004. He is the proud
and doting uncle of Sierra, born in February of
2002. Brian extends congratulations to the
Music Department at WSU for its continued
growth and success.
Gregory and Dorothy (Eichman) Nichols,
'01/'01 (Algonquin, IL) welcomed son Payton
Ambrose on November 25, 2005. Proud grandpa
is WSU alum Gerald Eichman '75. Payton's aunt
and godmother is Debra Eichman '99 WSU
graduate. Gregory is a GIS Analyst in the
Engineering Department for the Village of
Mount Prospect, IL. Dorothy is a Science
Teacher at Marengo High School in Marengo, IL.
Dorothy is also currently working on her
Master's Degree in Administration from
Northern Illinois University.
Patrick Ramp, '01 (Stewartville, MN), Teacher
at John Marshall High School, received the 2005
Presidential Award for Excellence in
Mathematics & Science Teaching which is
presented by the White House and sponsored by
the National Science Foundation..
Sarah (Mensink) Ries, '01 (Spearfish, SD),
married Benjamin Ries on August 27, 2005. They
welcomed daughter Adelaide Garyn on
February 26, 2006.
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Heather Wirch, '01 (Spring Grove, IL) is
employed as a third grade Teacher at Richmond
Grade School in Richmond, IL. Heather
graduated in May 2005 from Aurora University
with a Master of Arts in Teaching.
Stacy (Lyga) Brueggen, '02 (Pigeon Falls, WI)
has joined AXA Advisors, LLC in Black River
Falls, WI. Stacy is licensed and registered to
provide financial products and services to
individuals and small businesses. As a financial
professional with AXA Advisors, she will be
working with clients to help them define their
financial goals. She is a participant in the
company's Gold Mentor program.
Kelly (Bitter) Parrish, '02 (Belleville, WI)
married Jeremy Parrish on August 13, 2005. Kelly
is a Technical Writer for Epic Systems
Corporation in Verona, WI..
Ashley Burud, '02 (Chaska, MN) is attending
Argosy University in Eagan, MN studying for her
MA in MFT.
Brian and Angela (Wacek) Giese, '02/'02
(North Liberty, IA) welcomed daughter, Megan
Alexis, on February 14, 2006. Brian is a
substitute Teacher for the local high schools,
and Angela works at the University of Iowa
Hospitals and Clinic.
Doris (Giesler) Greene, '02 (Dodge Center,
MN) joined Luther College in Decorah, IA, as an
instructor in nursing. She previously worked as
a registered nurse in the infectious disease ward
and in the Psychiatry and Psychology Treatment
Center at St. Mary's Hospital in Rochester, MN.
Doris is a member of the Golden Key
International Honor Society.
Jessica (Strobel) Indiraraj, '02 (West Bend,
WI) married Christopher Indiraraj in April 2003.
They are the proud parents of Maya Frances
born in July 2004.
Dana (Biermeier) LaBansky, '02 (Mauston,
WI) married Gregory LaBansky on July 30, 2005.
Dana works for the Mauston School District and
Gregory works for the Wonewoc-Union Center
School District.
Crystal (Pearson) Lanning, '02 (Inver Grove
Heights, MN) completed her Master's Degree in
Athletic Training from the University of
Kentucky in 2004. She currently works as an
Assistant Athletic Trainer and Lecturer at the
University of Wisconsin-River Falls. Crystal
married Shane Lanning on July 10, 2004.
Kari Manna, '02 (Prior Lake, MN) is a Sales &
Marketing Analyst at PureChoice, Inc. in
Lakeville, MN.
Becca (Nawikas) Thomas, '02 (De Pere, WI) is
the newest Aquatic/Preschool Director at the
Green Bay West YMCA.
Lukas Parker, '02 (Arcadia, WI) married Stacy
Suchla on January 27, 2006, at Adventure Spa
and Palace in Riviera Maya, Mexico. Lukas works
at Composite Technologies in Trempealeau, WI,
and Stacy works at Grand View Care Center in
Blair, WI.
Tiffany Bauer, '03 (Hastings, MN) is the Event
Marketing Supervisor for the Minnesota State
Fair in St. Paul, MN.
Alicia (Unterholzner) Braatz, '03 (West Allis,
WI) is a Marketing Director for Shecterle
Enterprises.
Kristin (Jaeger) Day, '03 (Green Bay, WI) is a
Nurse Practitioner at Theda Care Pediatric
Clinic in Appleton, WI.
Jennifer
(Rebischke)
Estepe,
'03
(Chelmsford, MA) married Robert Estepe on
August 6, 2005. Jennifer works as a Sales
Assistant for Wachovia Securities in Wakefield,
MA.

David and Megan (Widen) Gundry, '03/'03
(Plymouth, MN) were married on January 3,
2004. David is a Loan Officer for TCF Bank, and
Megan is a Marketing Researcher for GfK
Custom Research.
Melissa (Teff ) Klopotek, '03 (Onalaska, WI)
married Bryce Klopotek on May 21, 2005. The
couple honeymooned in Ocho Rios, Jamaica.
Melissa is a Healthcare Representative for
Ortho-McNeil Neurologics in La Crosse, WI.
Bryce is a Branch Manager for Community
Credit Union in Holmen, WI.
Jennifer (Drazkowski) Ripley, '03. Jennifer
Drazkowski married Charlie Ripley on January
26, 2006, at Moon Palace Resort in the Riviera
Maya, Mexico. Jennifer works at Methodist
Hospital and Charlie works at Piper Jaffrey.
Amanda Weifenbah, '03 (Winona, MN) was
recently honored with a Sales Star Award at the
National Sales and Service Conference in
Honolulu, HI. Amanda is a Service Manager at
Wells Fargo Bank.
Tanya (Barth) and Bradley Berzinski, '04/'04
(Winona, MN) were married on July 16, 2005.
Tanya works for Home and Community Options
and Bradley works at Winona Senior High
School.
Pamela Graybeal, '04 (St. Paul, MN) is a
German Teacher for South Washington County
School District in Woodbury. MN.
Sarah (Shelton) Gregory, '04 (Mt. Pleasant,
MI) is a Dance Teacher and Office Manager at
DuHadway Dance Dimensions in Alma, MI.
Tiffany (Kuklinski) Kanz, '04 (Burnsville,
MN) married Joel Kanz on April 16, 2005. Joel is
a Police Officer for the Savage Police
Department.
Suzanne Klein, '04 (Galesville, WI) is
employed as a first grade Teacher at
Trempealeau
Elementary
School
in
Trempealeau, WI.
Alison Knutson, '04 (Holmen, WI) is a
seventh grade Math Teacher at the La Crescent,
MN School District.
Amy Lindauer, '04 (Chestertown, MD) is
working as a Registered Nurse at Union Hospital
in Elkton, MD.
Angie (Anderson) Mahlke, '04 (Dunnell, MN)
married David Mahlke III in Winona on August
20, 2005. Angie works at Midtown Foods and
David works at Wal-Mart.
Brooke (Moen) Mastro, '04 (New Brighton,
MN) married Rich Mastro on July 2, 2005. They
welcomed new son, Dominic Allen, on October
24, 2005. Brooke is working as a Teaching
Assistant for high school EBD children at
Hosterman Education Center in New Hope, MN.
John Pereda, '04 (Winona, MN) and wife
Dawn had a baby girl, Faith Bernice, on June 15,
2005.
Elizabeth
(Conway)
Risberg,
'04
(Farmington, MN) is working as a Buyer for
Emerson Process Management Rosemount in
Chanhassen, MN.
April Schneider, '04 (Rochester, MN) is
working as a Counselor with Olmsted County.
Mark Sikkink, '04 (Clearfield, UT) is
employed as a Process Engineer at ATK Space
Systems.
Victoria VerHeul, '04 (Rochester, MN) is
working as a Sales Supervisor at Office Max.
Nicholas Wenger, '04 (Eden Prairie, MN) is a
Training Specialist with Paisley Consulting in
Cokato, MN.
David Aldahl, '05 (La Crosse, WI) is employed
as a Selling Manager at Marshall Fields.
Carissa Alioto, '05 (Wauwatosa, WI) works in
(Continued on page 30)

Emma Engebretson, '31 (Sioux Falls, SD)
passed away on November 28, 2005.
Carl Fischer, '29/'31 (St. Charles, MN), a
WSU graduate who lettered in track, died in a
nursing home on November 23, 2005. Carl
created hybrid gladiolas at his Noweta
Gardens, contributing to St. Charles' claim as
the Gladiola Capital of the World.
Orilee (Elton) Kiehne, '32 (Harmony, MN)
passed away on December 27, 2005.
Joyce (Milne) Johnson, '36 (Rochester, MN),
passed away on May 15, 2005. Joyce began
teaching in a one-room school in Minnesota.
She later moved to Fontana, CA where she
became a well-loved and much-respected
kindergarten teacher before retiring after 40
years of teaching. She eventually moved to
Oregon to be with her son, Craig, and two
grandsons, Derek & Brian. She loved life and
had many dear friends. She also loved to travel
and cook.
Laura Schuh, '34/'38 (La Crosse, WI) passed
away on January 15, 2006. She attended
Winona State College/University of Minnesota
and Iowa State University at Ames, Iowa. Laura
taught at the College of St. Teresa in Winona,
MN; Brookings State College in South Dakota;
State College in New Britain, CT; and retired in
1983 as a Professor Emeritus in Biology from
the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse.
Ruth (Koenig) Kamin,'39 (Pompano Beach,
FL) passed away on February 26, 2006. Ruth
received a bachelor's degree from WSU and
subsequently a master's degree from
Northwestern University in Evanston, IL. She
was employed as a guidance counselor at
Centerline High School in Sterling Heights, MI,
until her retirement in 1975. She later held an
educational position at the University of
Miami.
Howard Rosencranz, '41 (Mystic, CT),
passed away on September 8, 2005. Dr.
Rosencranz is survived by his loving wife,
Mary Lou. Following his graduation from
WSU, Dr. Rosencranz continued his education
at Michigan State University earning a MA in
1947 and a PhD in 1960. Dr. Rosencranz was
Professor Emeritus from the University of
Connecticut where he directed the University
Program in Gerontology. Dr. Rosencranz is
listed in the American Men of Science, Leaders
in American Science, and Who's Who in the
East. He was a member of many professional
organizations and has held several office and
committee appointments. He has authored
numerous articles, books, and monographs
and has presented at a variety of conferences.
Dr. Rosencranz had dedicated a major part of
his life toward improving the quality of
retirement film, A Time of Living, narrated by
Roy Bolger. Dr. Rosencranz was the recipient
of the WSU Distinguished Alumni Award in
1991.
Theoline (Simons) Carlson, '42 (Marysville,
WA), passed away on July 29, 2005. She
graduated from Amery Wisconsin High
School. After graduating from WSU (formerly
Winona Teachers College), Theoline “Teddy”
moved to Washington where she taught school
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in a three-room schoolhouse for several years.
When here kids were young, she was both a
Blue Bird and Cub Scout leader. She was a
skilled seamstress and enjoyed knitting and
crocheting. She also loved to camp and fish
with her husband and family.
Tammy (Eden) Kirby, '43 (Camano Island,
WA) passed away on November 5, 2005.
Lois (Sykes) Wise, '45/'74 (Sparta, WI)
passed away on November 20, 2005.
Ronald Schenck, '48 (Madison, WI) passed
away on October 25, 2005. Ronald graduated
summa cum laude from WSU (formerly
Winona Teachers College) with his BS degree
in music and mathematics. He taught
instrumental music at Harmony High School
in Harmony, MN from 1948 to 1952. He
returned to Winona State for pre-engineering
courses. While in Winona, he played several
instruments with the Henry Burton dance
band. In 1954, he and his wife moved to
Madison where Ronald earned a BS in
electrical engineering at the U of W. He was an
instructor in the engineering school for the
next seven years. He then returned to high
school math teaching, retiring in 1984.
Joseph Casby, '51 (Hudson, WI) passed
away on October 17, 2005. He was a graduate
of WSU and a member of the last class at St.
Paul College of Law. Joseph retired after 45
years with West Publishing. He was a member
of Shekinah Masonic Lodge and Carmel
Chapter O.E.S.
Myrtle (Markegard) Duffield, '54
(Rushford, MN) passed away on February 14,
2006. She received a degree in elementary
education from WSU. She taught in many rural
schools and in Rushford, Byron, and Rochester
public schools. Myrtle was a member of
several educational associations. Myrtle
retired from teaching in 1973. Myrtle loved life,
traveling, entertaining and people. She
enjoyed every minute spent with her greatgrandchildren, Dustin and Kaecey, who
brought her lots of joy and happiness. She
enjoyed visits from her nieces and nephews.
She always felt richly blessed.
Harold Burkard, '55 (Rosemount, MN)
passed away on November 30, 2005.
Marilyn (Schmuck) Hubbard, '57 (Coon
Rapids, MN) passed away on May 1, 2005.
Lois (Jensen) Duel, '58 (Winona, MN)
passed away on March 1, 2006. Lois received
her bachelor's and graduate degrees from
WSU. Lois taught music in Buffalo Lake, MN;
Mound, MN; and Cochrane-Fountain City, WI.
She retired in 1981. She was active in Buffalo
Retired Educators, W.E.A. and N.E.A.
Louis Briska, '59 (Wauwatosa, WI) passed
away on January 14, 2006.
Dorothy (Soller) Boettcher, '41/'61 (La
Crescent, MN) passed away on January 28,
2006. Dorothy was a 1937 graduate of Harding
High School in St. Paul and later received her
teaching degree from WSU. She taught her
entire life, beginning her career teaching in a
one-room schoolhouse and eventually
teaching in the La Crescent School District for
18 years before retiring in 1983. She was a

member of AAUW, the American Association
of University Women, and a member of REAM,
the Retired Educators Association of
Minnesota.
Ruth Hanson, '61 (Kasson, MN), passed
away on August 2, 2005.
Ronald Lien, '63 (Rochester, MN) passed
away on February 6, 2006.
Margaret Ploetz, '67/'72 (St. Charles, MN)
passed away on November 7, 2005. She and
husband Kermit farmed for 43 years before
moving to St. Charles in 1983. In addition to
helping farm, raising five children and
teaching elementary school, Margaret
continued her education in the evenings and
graduated from WSU with a masters degree in
education. She ended her teaching career in
St. Charles, teaching first grade until her
retirement in 1985. Margaret was named
Teacher of the Year while in St. Charles. In
1990, Margaret was inducted into the Winona
County Hall of Fame. She was also a subject of
"Elder's Wisdom, Children's Song," a project
honoring people for their contributions to the
St. Charles community. She enjoyed traveling,
sewing, quilting, gardening and her
grandchildren.
Bertha Holt, '70 (Neillsville, WI) passed
away.
Magda Olson, '70 (Madison, WI) passed
away on December 19, 2005.
Alice (Rheingans) Greer, '40/'72 (Zumbro
Falls, MN) passed away on January 13, 2006.
Peggy Brown, '73 (Red Wing, MN) passed
away.
Lenette (Tufte) Maier, '87 (New Richmond,
WI) passed away on November 11, 2005. She
worked at Kmart, during and right out of
college. She worked as a proof operator then
receptionist for Merchants National Bank in
Winona, MN. The past five years, Lenette was
fulfilling her lifelong dream of being a stay-athome Mom and caring for her children. Most
recently, Lenette was the co-chair of the New
Richmond Mom's Group as well as the Cub
Scout Den No. 7. She loved her family dearly.
John Pratten, '88 (Rochester, MN) passed
away on February 20, 2006.
Barbara Dynes, '91 (Inver Grove Heights,
MN) passed away on January 8, 2006.
Barbara's fulfillment in life came from being
with people, helping people and of course,
talking to people. She loved to watch sports,
play golf and volleyball, and was dedicated to
her career and work.
Chantale (Knutson) Michaud, '93 (Canada)
passed away on February 28, 2006.
Martin Carkhuff, '97 (Champlin, MN)
passed away on July 21, 2005. He graduated
from Brainerd High School in 1993. He
received a Bachelor's Degree in Criminal
Justice from WSU and a Masters in Criminal
Justice (with honors) from St. Cloud State.
Ali Al-Mohsin, '05 (Winona, MN) passed
away on November 4, 2005 in a fatal auto
accident in Chester, MN. Ali graduated from
WSU in May 2005, and was promoted to
scheduler at Benchmark Electronics Winona
Division shortly before his death.
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Christina (Ferrise) and Noah Alm, '05/'05
(Maplewood, MN) were married on February
25, 2006. Christina works as an Interactive
Marketing Planner for General Mills. Noah
works for Allianz Life.
Heather Anderson, '05 (Winona, MN) is
employed as a Clinical Lab Technologist at
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN.
Jamie (Mills) Anderson, '05 (Bloomington,
MN) is an RN/BSN at Abbott Northwestern
Hospital.
Janet Berggren, '05 (Fountain City, WI) is a
Teacher at Kansas KinderCare.
Molly Brehm, '05 (Oak Park, IL) is employed
as a Medical Technologist at Edward J. Hines, Jr.
VA Hospital in Hines, IL.
Emilie Bulman, '05 (Winona, MN) is
employed by the American Cancer Society as a
Navigator.
Stacy Carney, '05 (St. Paul, MN) is employed
in Social Work at Minnesota Teen Challenge.
Adam Cholewin, '05 (Mission Viejo, CA) is
employed with Fastenal Company.
Ali Coates, '05 (Owatonna, MN) is employed
as a Marketing/Communication Specialist at
Owatonna Clinic Mayo Health System.
Lori Dickerman, '05 (St. Charles, MN) is
employed as a Loan Assistant at Eastwood Bank
in Stewartville, MN.
Elizabeth Dolder-Zieke, '05 (Caledonia,
MN) is employed as the Associate Director of
Career Services at Viterbo University in La
Crosse, WI.
Erica Eilers, '05 (St. Paul, MN) is employed
as a Paralegal at the law firm of Geraghty,
O'Laughlin & Kenney.
Christina Ferrise, '05 (Lake Elmo, MN) is
working as a Marketing Director with Paper on
Demand in Minneapolis..
Katie (Wood) Fields, '05 (Rochester, MN) is
employed as a Lead Teacher at Children's
World.
Emily Finley, '05 (Bloomington, MN) is
employed in Public Relations at Karwoski &
Courage Public Relations in Minneapolis, MN.
Lauren Gathman, '05 (Greenfield, WI) is a
Teacher at Ben Franklin Elementary School in
Franklin, WI.
John Geldernick, '05 (Winona, MN) is
employed as a Manufacturing Engineer at
Cytec Engineered Materials.
Marlene Grabau, '05 (Eyota, MN) is
employed at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN.

Kristie Grabowski, '05 (Andover, MN) is
employed as a Subrogation Analyst at United
Health Group / Ingenix.
Joshua Gramenz, '05 (Winona, MN) is
employed as an Autosys Administrator at
Fastenal Company.
Aaron Gregerson, '05 (Plymouth, MN) is
employed as a Branch Manager at TCF National
Bank in Minneapolis, MN.
Mark Gruen, '05 (Wilton, WI) is the Principal
at Eleva-Strum Central in Strum, WI.
Brieanna Gulsvig, '05 (Lino Lakes, MN) is
Director of Relations at Zabrock Real Estate
Group.
Amanda Halvorson, '05 (Prior Lake, MN) is
employed as a Family Support Worker at for
Community Action Council.
Bryan Hawkes, '05 (Maplewood, MN) is
employed in Finance at Randstad Work
Solutions in Minneapolis, MN.
Kurt Haeflinger, '05 (Spring Valley, MN) is
employed as a Programmer at Mayo Clinic.
Anna Iverson, '05 (Richfield, MN) has been
employed at Willis Re, Inc. in Minneapolis, MN
since August 1, 2005 and was promoted to
Treaty Analyst on October 14, 2005.
Timothy Jensen, '05 (Port Edwards, WI) is
employed as a School Counselor for the Port
Edwards School District.
Calli (Nesseth) and Blaine Kadlec, '05/'05
(Inver Grove Heights, MN) were married on
November 5, 2005. Calli is employed as a CIS
Instructor at TBI Metro Services in West St.
Paul. Blaine is a Mental Health Practitioner at
Mental Health Services in St. Paul.
Heather Klenke, '05 (Welcome, MN) is
enrolled in Saint Mary's University in
Minneapolis, MN as a Counselor/Psychology
major.
Sarah Knopp, '05 (Eagain, MN) is a
Pharmacy Technician at Fairview Hospital.
Brett Kosidowski, '05 (Winona, MN) is
working in Physical Education for Independent
School District 196 in Apple Valley, MN.
Kim Livorsi, '05 (Buffalo Grove, IL) is
employed as a Human Resources Assistant for
Brunswick New Technologies in Lake Forest, IL.
Jane Loosbrock, '05 (St. Paul, MN) is a
Science Teacher at South St. Paul High School.
Reece Majerus, '05 (St. Charles, MN) is
employed at Charter Communications in
Winona, MN.
Nicole Marpe, '05 (Albert Lea, MN) is a
Second Grade Teacher at Woodbury
Elementary in Woodbury, MN.

Lily Mattox, '05 (Oronoco, MN) is employed
as a Registered Nurse at Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, MN.
Melissa Meyers, '05 (Cannon Falls, MN)
works at Best Buy Headquarters in Richfield,
MN, as a Contact Center Manager.
John Ngugi, '05 (Winona, MN) is employed
as a National Procurement Specialist at
Fastenal Company.
Andrew Polehna, '05 (Stillwater, MN) is
employed in Outside Sales for Fastenal
Company in Eagan, MN.
Whitney Power, '05 (Dedham, MA) is
employed as a Registered Nurse at Boston
Medical Center in Boston, MA.
Angela Primeau, '05 (Rochester, MN) is
employed as a Nurse at Mayo Clinic.
Mary (Kanz Guenther) Rasmussen, '05
(Rochester, MN) does Social Work at Zumbro
Valley Mental Health Center.
Marcus Schneider, '05 (South Bend, IN) is
employed as a Composite Engineer at Polygon
Company in Walkerton, IN.
Patrick Schneider, '05 (St. Louis Park, MN) is
working as a Loan Consultant with RSN
Financial.
Angela Smieja, '05 (Savage, MN) is a Special
Education Teacher at Century Middle School in
Lakeville, MN.
Erica Spencer, '05 (Altura, MN) is employed
as a Social Worker for CRAFT in Rochester, MN.
Melissa Techmeier, '05 (Winona, MN) is a
Registered Nurse at Gundersen Lutheran
Medical Hospital in La Crosse, WI.
Kevin Tjernagel, '05 (Mendota Heights, MN)
is a Revenue Tax Specialist with the Minnesota
Department of Revenue in St. Paul, MN.
Timothy Urbanek, '05 (Omaha, NE) is
working as a Special Education Resource
Teacher at Belvedere Acadamy.
Karen Walquist, '05 (Lakeville, MN) is
enrolled as a law student at the University of St.
Thomas School of Law in Minneapolis, MN.
Amanda Walters, '05 (Winona, MN) is
employed as a Social Worker for Wabasha
County Social Services.
Darcy Wilkinson, '05 (Winchester, VA) is
employed as a sixth and seventh grade Math
Teacher at Warren County School District in
Front Royal, VA.
Wendy (Dahring) Worden, '05 (Rochester,
MN) is employed as a Registered Nurse and
Mayo Clinic / St. Mary's Hospital.
Rebecca Zeches, '05 (Winona, MN) is
employed at HyVee.
Erik Zidek, '05 (Apple Valley, MN) is
employed as Senior Accountant for United
Health Care.







Midwest Wireless Stadium, dedicated
on September 10, is complete. It houses a
4-story press box with media center, eight
sky boxes, meeting and classrooms, a
locker room and offices for football,
softball and soccer. Midwest Wireless

contributed $250,000 for naming rights.
The playing field will now be called
Maxwell Field at Midwest Wireless
Stadium.
The University will lease seven
skyboxes, with the eighth reserved for

game day rentals or campus use. All
seven are already leased for the next five
years. Larry Holstad, WSU Athletics
Director, expects the leases to generate
$125,000 - 150,000 per year, all of which
will go to the scholarship fund.

As part of the dedication festivities for
Midwest Wireless Stadium, WSU
celebrated 100 years of football. Over 600
alumni - former players, fans and their
families - returned for the Warriors' game

against NCAA Division II power North
Dakota.
“This was a historic year for Winona
State football,” said Dan Schumacher,
Director of Athletic Development. “We won

our third straight conference
championship, opened one of the finest
stadiums in Division II football and
celebrated our 100th year.”
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Homecoming
Change Service Request

October 5, 2006 – October 7, 2006

Thursday, October 5, 2006

Alumni in the Classroom
Art Exhibition
Distinguished Alumni Awards
Reception and Recognition Dinner
Second City Comedy Troupe

Friday, October 6, 2006
Alumni in the Classroom
Golf Outing
Pep Fest and Club Fair
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Watch for more details in your mailbox and at
www.winona.edu/alumnirelations

Alumni Speakers Recognition
Luncheon
Hall of Fame Reception and
Recognition Dinner
Coronation of Homecoming Royalty

Saturday, October 7, 2006

Continental Breakfast
Homecoming Parade
Picnic and Tailgate
Band Alumni Invitational
Warrior Football Game
Warrior Club Sports Auction and
Social
50th Class Reunion and Celebration
of Classes from the 1930's,
1940's, and 1950's

C
Homoem! e

Save
t
he
d
a
WAR te...
RIO

AUC R CLUB
OCTO TION
BER
2006 7,

The oldest member of the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities system

